
Year 11 Reaching for Success

Presenters this evening:

▪ Mrs Dunne, Assistant Headteacher and Faculty Leader for English

▪ Mr Hill, Assistant Headteacher and Faculty Leader for Maths

▪ Mr Twitchin, Director of Sixth Form







Parent/Child/School – How can we be 
the most productive together? 

▪Attendance



Attendance Vs Attainment 

Graph of attendance vs % achieving Grade 4 in GCSEs last year





▪ Keeping up to date

▪ Supporting Success Showbie Group

▪ The weekly student newsletter

▪ Arbor 

▪ Class Charts

▪ ‘The Plan’

▪ Finding Time – fun stuff 1st  - Fill in the gaps

▪ Prioritise – Sports, Social, Hobbies, TV, Jobs

▪ Doing the Work

▪ Non-required tasks Vs Home Learning

▪ Non-required task planner – task orientated

▪ Study groups and sharing the work



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

07:00

08:00

09:00 Sleep 

10:00 In 

11:00 SCHOOL

12:00 Hockey 

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00 Swimming Swimming

19:00 Out 

20:00 Cinema With 

21:00 Friends 

22:00

23:00

00:00



Procrastination

Reason - No motivation

Solution - Set a clear and specific goal

Reason - Overwhelmed

Solution - Break the work down, create a list

Reason - Dislike the work

Solution - Bribery, work with friends/parents

Reason - Social Media

Solution - Hold, Focus Me, Restrain Yourself



Summer Exam Timetable now live

Available via the HGS website

- Home Page

- Click on Students

- Click on Examinations

- Scroll down to Timetables

Harrogate Grammar School - Red Kite Learning Trust - 

Year 11 Support

https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/


Learning is...





Creating The Right Conditions

▪ Tidy desk

▪Quiet space

▪Distraction free



Selecting the Right Strategies

1. Reading information in a 
guide, notes or a website

2. Watching a video clip

3. Copying out information or 
diagrams

4. Highlighting a guide or 
notes

1. Quizzing

2. Power of images

3. Brain ‘dump’

4. Self-explanation

5. Practice Questions

Revision – to see 

again



Brain Dump and then look for gaps in knowledge





Using Flashcards



Self-explanation

▪ What does……mean?

▪ Tell me about…..

▪ What is …..?

▪ Why did….happen?

▪ What causes…?

▪ What is the difference between…?

▪ How do you find/calculate/work out the….?



You can’t revise for 
English!



English 

Language

English 

Literature

English Language 

Spoken Presentation 

Endorsement



Revision plan in lessons:
▪ Week 1 – Mocks. Visit to 'Jekyll and Hyde' On Tour Tuesday 25th Feb.

▪ Week 2 – Mocks. Start 'Animal Farm' Revision

▪ Week 3 – Language Paper 2 feedback and revision

▪ Week 4 - 'Romeo and Juliet' feedback and revision

▪ Week 5 - 'Jekyll and Hyde' feedback and revision. Visit to 'Animal Farm' Leeds Playhouse 
26th March

▪ Week 6 - Literature Paper 1 revision

▪ EASTER Revision sessions offered.

▪ Week 1 – Easter Monday off. Poetry Anthology revision.

▪ Week 2 – Unseen Poetry and Poetry Comparison

▪ Saturday 10th May 9:30am-12:30pm 'The Big Revision'





▪ The story is read by Reece Shearsmith, he’s excellent and really 
helps you understand the characters.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0027pdf 

▪ It was followed by Ian Rankin documentary – only available for 
another 21 days.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qyzv 

BBC iPlayer - 'Jekyll and Hyde'

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0027pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qyzv


Support in school:

▪ Drop-in revision session – Tuesday lunchtimes – A50 – all students can attend.

▪ Tuesday Big Picture Intervention – Invitation attendance.

▪ Wednesday P6 – Invitation attendance.

▪ Masterclass every Thursday after school.

▪ Saturday afternoon revision sessions – Invitation attendance.

▪ Saturday 10th May Revision morning – all students can attend.

Revision Ideas:

▪ Use the How to Revise Guide shared with you in Showbie. 

▪ This folder contains the guide which gives you short independent revision tasks to 
complete for both Language and Literature. There are also links to Youtube English 
teacher videos for each question and literature text. There are also links to 
BBC  Bitesize and instructions on how to use ChatGPT to mark any past paper 
answers. 







Flash cards/Mind maps 

Romeo

Act 1 Sc5

Metaphor

Sun – warmth, life-giving, core of 
universe, nurturing, v significant

“Juliet is the 

sun”



How can you support this revision?

▪ Check in – support your child by asking them to show you which Revision Bingo 
tasks they have completed? Are they doing their home learning?

▪ Ask your child the ‘Big Question’ about their key Literature texts – What is the 
big message behind this story or poem? What was the writer’s intention?

▪ Test students -  use their flash cards/mind maps to test their knowledge.

▪ Read an answer – read an answer and check your child’s literacy and quality of 
communication.

▪ Encourage students to read – fiction texts and find newspaper/online articles.

▪ Debate key issues – encourage students to share their viewpoint on current 
issues.

▪ Attendance at school and intervention sessions – Tuesday Big Pic, Wednesday 
P6, Thursday Big Lectures, lunchtime LRC private study



Study Guides



“Start revising 

early, do 

practice 

essays and do 

them in timed 

conditions!!!”



1. Make flashcards for each character in the text 

you study and include quotes and beside 

each quote colour code it to a theme. Create a 

colour key to show the themes.

2. Similarly with the poems, colour code key 

themes from quotes from each poem so you 

know which can be easily compared.

3. For English Language, focus on question 5, 

40 marks, and practise with random photos or 

just write a topic sentence to ensure you can 

be creative on the spot!



Maths – Efficient ways to revise





Question Level Analysis 
(QLA)
▪ Your child received a QLA sheet from their 

teacher last Wednesday.

▪ The QLA identifies the questions which your 
child has been successful and unsuccessful with 
from their Mock exam. 

▪ The codes on these sheets direct your child to the 
correct topic on Sparx Maths where there are 
videos to support their understanding and 
questions to attempt. 

▪ Encourage your child to complete these 
effectively by reviewing the topic area, making 
revision notes and completing the exam 
questions. 



You MUST do

• Compulsory homework – carefully planned by teachers. 

• Set every Wednesday at 3pm, due the following Wednesday at 3pm. 

• Teachers have selected topics based on the 
QLA from the Mocks – to support your child with 
their revision.

• Check your child is doing this each week – offer to help them – build 
resilience. Aim for100% completion!

SPARX HOMEWORK



You MUST do

SKILLS TASK HOMEWORK

• Compulsory homework – retrieval style 
questions. 

• Set every Wednesday at 3pm, due the 
following Wednesday at 3pm. 

• Weekly retrieval practice of key skills.



You MUST do

STAPLES papers 
30 minutes – STAPLES paper. 
20 minutes – review of paper.
5 minutes – Student Record sheet.

Your child will complete a STAPLES paper in exam 
conditions on a weekly basis. 

• Your child’s teacher will model how to achieve each 
mark – your child will self-assess at the same time. 

• Your child will record a topic to revise each week.

• Why? Raise your child’s confidence in completing 
Maths questions in exam conditions, as well as 
familiarise your child with Edexcel exam style 
questions.

“Good work Amelia. Today, you 
got 31/40 in your STAPLES paper. 
You have already secured a grade 
3. And you have only done half of 
one paper!”



You SHOULD do

ONLINE MASTERCLASSES

Mondays – 5:00-5:45pm (Groups 1-2)
Wednesdays – 4:00-4:45pm (Groups 3-4)
Wednesdays – 5:00-5:45pm (Groups 5-6)

Online masterclasses are based on the QLA from the Mocks – to support 
your child with their revision.

Sessions are recorded and uploaded to Showbie – Y11 Supporting 
Success



You SHOULD do

INTERVENTION & DROP INS

• If your child has been invited to attend extra Maths sessions during Big 
Picture on Tuesday mornings, please encourage them to attend.

• Your child is completing past paper questions during these sessions – 
maximising exposure to exam style questions

• Wednesday Lesson 6 – weekly drop in for students to complete past 
paper questions (perfect opportunity for your child if they have not 
been invited to Tuesday Big Picture sessions). 



You COULD do

INDEPENDENT LEARNING on SPARX
• Independent Learning – you can utilise this to practise additional topics 

at home. Topics identified from: QLA, Staples each week, etc…
• Use the Sparx ‘Skills List’ to tick off all topics to revise.









Please get in touch if you have any 
questions

Mr Hill
Assistant Headteacher - Maths

HillJ@hgs.rklt.co.uk

Mr Mooney
Programme Leader – KS4
MooneyC@hgs.rklt.co.uk



Science Revision



What to Revise

Individual Papers (1 hour 15 
minutes)

▪Biology Paper 1

▪Biology Paper 2  

▪Chemistry Paper 1

▪Chemistry Paper 2  

▪Physics Paper 1

▪Physics Paper 2  

AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy

x 2 GCSEs



What to Revise 

Triple Science 

AQA GCSE Physics 
• Physics Paper 1

• Physics Paper 2  

AQA GCSE Chemistry 
• Chemistry Paper 1

• Chemistry Paper 2  

AQA GCSE Biology
• Biology Paper 1
• Biology Paper 2 

Individual Papers (1 hour 45 minutes)

x 3 GCSEs



Where to find more information?

AQA Website 

Showbie



How to revise?

Some Useful Resoures

▪Showbie

▪Google Drive

▪Recommended revision 
guides

▪BBC Bitesize

▪Seneca Learning

▪Cognito Edu

▪ *Educake*

▪ Isaac Physics

▪Brainscape (Biology) 



How to revise?

Cognito

Cognito - Learn 

GCSE Maths, 

Biology, Physics 

and Chemistry 

(cognitoedu.org)

https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home


How to revise? Google Drive

Link here:  GCSE Science 1-9 - Google Drive

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q


Revision Activities

▪ Best place for up to date and bespoke revision resources is Showbie.

• Review content using:-

• Showbie Resources

• BBC bitesize

• Seneca Learning

• Cognito Edu

• Brainscape - 
Biology

• Test knowledge using:-

• Showbie Resources 

• Seneca Learning

• Cognito Edu

• Brainscape - Biology

• *Educake* 

• Apply knowledge:-
• Showbie Resources 
• Isaac Physics – Physics
• *Educake*
• Google Drive
• Exam Questions
 

• Exam Practice:-

• Showbie Resources 

• Google Drive

• Exam Questions

 



How to revise?

Revision Strategies that work

▪ Students can access all the revision resources they need through Showbie. 

▪ Students should test they understand content using Educake and Brainscape.  These 
should be used as small low stakes tests that are quick and easy to do.  

▪ Students should complete past paper questions as often as possible.  

▪ To make the most of Past Paper Questions:-

▪ Students complete the questions without notes or help.

▪ If a student is unsure of a question, they should put a star next to the question.  

▪ At the end of the allocated time the student should revisit any questions they couldn’t do.

▪ The student should reattempt the question with books and notes.  

▪ If the student still can’t do the question they should use the mark scheme for help.

▪ In the future the student should reattempt any question they couldn’t do first time.  



Wider Support 

▪ Science Masterclasses will be published to the Science Masterclass Showbie Group 
each week.  They will also be emailed to students.  

▪ Tuesday lunch Science drop-in A16.  There is a focus on Required Practical 
Activities.  

▪Wednesday P6 Science in A16.

▪Thursday lunch time Chemistry in A30.



The Sixth Form



Next steps

Subject 
blocking is 
being set

12th – 21st 
March: 

Coursing 
discussions

28th March: 
Offer Day

19th June: 
Induction 

Day

21st August: 
Results 
Day & 

enrolment



What is the coursing discussion?

▪This is not an interview

▪A chance to speak to the 
Sixth Form Team

▪We get to learn a little bit 
about our students

▪Discussion about 
selected courses



How does the coursing discussion work?

▪10 – 15 minute 
appointment

▪Timetabled during 
school, and visible on 
Arbor

▪Parents to be notified in 
advance

▪Opportunity to contact us 
afterwards with questions



Something to aim for

Entry requirements:

▪6 GCSE grade 4s, including 4 in English and 4 in 
Maths

▪Subject specific entry requirements



Any questions?

If you have any questions, please email to

mail@hgs.rklt.co.uk 

Please include the reference Year 11 Information 
Evening.

mailto:mail@hgs.rklt.co.uk
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