
Year 11 
Supporting Success 
Information Evening



Key Dates:
Mock Exams

• w/c 9, 16 and 23 November – results handed to students Monday 7 December

• w/c 22 February and 1 March (English, Maths and Science)

Year 11 Parents Evening – In School

Tuesday 8 December 4pm to 7pm

Sixth Form

• Wednesday 21 October – Sixth Form Open Evening

• Wednesday 13 January – Sixth Form Taster Day

Revision sessions

• Saturday mornings – 6 & 13 March, 10, 17 & 24 April – 10am to 1pm

• Easter revision – w/c 22 March

Study leave commences

Friday 28 May afternoon – post Year 11 leavers assembly

GCSE exams – provisional dates

From w/c 10 May to 18 June 2027 (contingency day 23 June 2027)

Results day – Thursday 19 August 2027



Parent/Child/School 
How can we be the most productive together? 

▪ Attendance

▪ Keeping up to date

▪ Parent letters and Website

▪ Supporting Success Showbie Group

▪ Parent and Student weekly bulletin

▪ Arbor 

▪ Class Charts

▪ ‘The Plan’

▪ Finding Time – fun stuff first  - Fill in the gaps

▪ Prioritise – Sports, Social, Hobbies, TV, Jobs

▪ Doing the Work – Timetable



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

07:00

08:00

09:00 Sleep 

10:00 In 

11:00 SCHOOL

12:00 Hockey 

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00 Swimming Swimming

19:00 Out 

20:00 Cinema With 

21:00 Friends 

22:00

23:00

00:00



Procrastination

Reason - No motivation

Solution - Set a clear and specific goal

Reason - Overwhelmed

Solution - Break the work down, create a list

Reason - Dislike the work

Solution - Bribery, work with friends/parents

Reason - Social Media

Solution - Hold, Focus Me, Restrain Yourself



Support for Students in School 

Showbie Folder – Supporting Success in Year 11

Assemblies covering effective revision strategies, coping with stress and anxiety, 

Sixth Form perspectives, post 16 pathways, motivation

Mentors – staff/student, Year 12/student

Revision and masterclasses

• Targeted and whole year group sessions after school

• Breakfast clubs

• Lunchtime study

• Easter revision

• Saturday morning revision (March and April)

Support webpage  https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/

https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/


KS4 
Supporting Success

English



English at HGS will foster a life-long love of English. 

• English will teach students to communicate orally and in writing with 

conviction and precision; to develop an independent voice 

underpinned by the wide vocabulary necessary to express it. This will include 

the rhetoric of effective engagement.

• Students will read widely and learn to decode inferentially and 

metaphorically, evaluate the impact of language effectively and recognise 

patterning and literary tropes.

• Our curriculum will teach students key literary contextual knowledge and cultural capital 

from which to build skills and develop as empathetic global citizens.



2026 results:

▪Best English outcomes

9-7 = 32%

9-5 = 77%

9-4 = 89%







English Literature Paper 1

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel

• SECTION A One Shakespeare play

"Macbeth"

• SECTION B One 19th Century novel

"Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde"

• Assessed through:

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

64 marks (4 for SPAG)

40% of GCSE



English Literature Paper 2

Modern Texts and Poetry

• SECTION A Post 1014 Prose fiction

"Animal Farm"

• SECTION B One Poetry Cluster from AQA

Power and Conflict poetry

Unseen poetry analysis

Comparison of unseen poetry

• Assessed through:

Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes

96 marks 

60% of GCSE



Setting in English

▪ Left               Right    Minimum Expected Grade

L1   R1     7

L2  R2     7

L3  R3    5

L4                  R4     5

L5  R5     5



• Attendance to lessons and intervention sessions: Tuesday Period 1, Wednesday 

Period 6

• Home Learning – 2 per week – Revision based. One – Sparx Set Texts, One Literature.

• Own revision – students will be shown how to independently revise.

• Big Lectures.

• Ask your child the big question – What is the main message of the text they are 

studying?

• Read over your child's work for clarity and literacy.

• Encourage independent reading of fiction and non-fiction.

• Debate key issues – encourage your child to share their viewpoint on key issues.





▪ Revision Guides:

Reputable on-line 

revision sources:

• Mr Bruff – Youtube

• BBC Bitesize

• Collins online

• AI Platforms



Watch texts in performance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m

0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-

mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-

shearsmith

https://shakespearenorthpl

ayhouse.co.uk/event/macb

eth/  runs until Sat 3rd Oct

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=CKJvw

Wyq2z0

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027pdf/the-read-series-3-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-read-with-reece-shearsmith
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KS4 
Supporting Success

Maths



Key Contact

Mr Hill
Assistant Headteacher - Maths

HillJ@hgs.rklt.co.uk



The Maths Faculty - Vision

Maths at HGS aims to spark a passion in maths for 
all students, no matter what their starting point is, 

through the beauty of discovering patterns, 
making connections and looking for the ‘why’ 

behind mathematical formulae.



Results

GCSE 2026 National 2026

9% 8 3.4

% 9-8 22 9.5

% 9-7 32 16.8

% 9-6 48 26

% 9-5 70 41

% 9-4 85 57.2



Legacy

50% of students in the Sixth Form 
take a Maths course

In Year 12, around 200 students 
have selected a Maths course.



Legacy – Year 13 and 12 Results (2026)

- A Level Maths: 24.4% of students achieved an A* grade. 
53.7% achieved A*-A.

- A Level Further Maths: 33% of students achieved an A* 
grade. 67% achieved A*-A.

- Core Maths: 19.4% of students achieved an A grade. 
69.4% achieved an A-C.



Maths GCSE 9-1

• Exam board – Edexcel.

• Three equally-weighted written examination 
papers.

• Paper 1 is a non-calculator exam, and a 
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.

• Each paper has 80 marks.



Tiering

▪ Two tiers of entry for Maths GCSE

▪  Higher – Grades 9-4      Foundation – Grades 5-1

▪  Higher Tier contains additional harder content not 
assessed on Foundation Tier

▪  Final decisions about tiering are not made until later 
in Year 11, but students ‘on track’ for one or the other 
depending on their set



GCSE 9-1 grade boundaries

• Higher Tier 

    

• Foundation Tier
    

Grade 2019 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

4 18% 21% 20% 17.5% 22% 21%

5 33% 30% 33% 30% 36% 34%

7 57% 65% 60% 57% 65% 61%

9 83% 81% 85% 82% 90% 87%

Grade 2019 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

4 51% 56% 61% 59% 60% 63%

5 65% 72% 75% 73% 73% 75%



Maths Groupings in Year 11

11L1 11R1

11L2 11R2

11L3 11R3

11L4 11R4

11L5 11R5

In Maths, there are 5 groups on each side of the year:

Groups 1-3 are working towards entry on Higher tier. Groups 4-5 are working 

towards entry on Foundation tier.

Tiering is not currently fixed. Final tier decisions will be made as the academic 

year goes on.



Weighting



GCSE 9-1

• Greater emphasis on problem solving
• Greater requirements to apply techniques
• Range of question types; some questions will be set in both 

mathematical and non-mathematical contexts



Which calculator?

Casio fx-
83GT CW

Casio fx- 
991 CW

This is ideal if you plan to 
study GCSE Further 
Maths, or any Maths 
course in 6th Form.

This calculator can be 
purchased via Arbor 
School Shop for a 
discounted price of 
£20.85.  If you would like 
to purchase, please select 
this product from Arbor 
Shop (via Arbor Parent 
app).

2/3 of GCSE Maths 
requires confident use of 
a scientific calculator

This calculator can be 
purchased via Arbor 
School Shop for a 
discounted price of £9.65.  
If you would like to 
purchase, please select 
this product from Arbor 
Shop (via Arbor Parent 
app).

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App


These are the previous models

Casio fx-

991EX

Casio fx-

85GTX

Casio fx-85GT 

PLUS



Home Learning (2 assignments)

▪ Please ensure you child completes their weekly assignments.

▪ Up to 60 minutes of home learning on Sparx Maths.

▪ Up to 20 minutes on ‘GCSE Exam Question’ – these are designed as retrieval style 
questions, giving students exposure to past paper questions.



Additional Sessions

▪ Encourage your child to attend all extra Maths sessions.

▪ We run Tuesday lunchtime Sparx Drop Ins. A perfect opportunity to get 
support with the weekly two home learning assignments!

▪ We run Wednesday Lesson 6 GCSE Maths Drop Ins in A39. An excellent 
chance to go through topics being covered in lessons, as well as past 
papers.

▪ We will also be running further timetabled interventions throughout this 
year. These will be assigned on Arbor.



What can you do to help?

• Ensure your child completes their 2 assignments each week (100% 
on Sparx, the GCSE Exam question via Showbie).

• Invest in a new scientific calculator if your child currently does not 
own one - 2/3 of GCSE Maths requires a calculator. Your child 
needs to feel confident using one!

• Encourage your child to attend all extra Maths sessions, including: 
Tuesday lunchtime Sparx Drop Ins, Wednesday Lesson 6 in A39, 
any other timetabled interventions.



Please get in touch if you have any questions

Mr Hill
Assistant Headteacher - Maths

HillJ@hgs.rklt.co.uk
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Science



Science Revision



What to revise

AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy

▪Biology Paper 1

▪Biology Paper 2  

▪Chemistry Paper 1

▪Chemistry Paper 2  

▪Physics Paper 1

▪Physics Paper 2  

Individual Papers (1 hour 15 minutes)



What to revise

AQA GCSE Combined Science Synergy

▪Paper 1

▪Paper 2  

▪Paper 3

▪Paper 4  

Individual Papers (1 hour 45 minutes)



What to revise

Triple Science 
Individual Papers (1 hour 45 minutes)

AQA GCSE Biology
• Biology Paper 1
• Biology Paper 2 

AQA GCSE Chemistry 
• Chemistry Paper 1

• Chemistry Paper 2  

AQA GCSE Physics 
• Physics Paper 1

• Physics Paper 2  

x 3 GCSEs



Where to find more information?

AQA Website 

Showbie



How to revise?

Some Useful Resources

▪Showbie

▪Google Drive

▪Recommended revision 
guides

▪BBC Bitesize

▪Simple Study

▪Seneca Learning

▪Cognito Edu

▪ Isaac Physics

▪Brainscape (Biology)

▪Oak National Academy

▪Sparx Science





How to revise?

Cognito

Cognito - Learn 

GCSE Maths, 

Biology, Physics 

and Chemistry 

(cognitoedu.org)

https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home


How to revise?

Google Drive

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resource

key=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing


Revision Activities
▪ Best place for up-to-date and bespoke revision resources is Showbie.

Review content using:-

• Showbie Resources

• Simple Study 

• BBC bitesize

• Seneca Learning

• Cognito Edu

• Oak Academy 

• Sparx Science

• Brainscape - Biology

Test knowledge using:-

• Showbie Resources 

• Seneca Learning

• Simple Study

• Cognito Edu

• Oak Academy

• *Sparx Science*

• Brainscape - Biology

Apply knowledge:-
• Simple Study
• Showbie Resources 
• Isaac Physics – Physics
• Google Drive
• *Sparx Science*
• Exam Questions
 

Exam Practice:-

• Simple Study

• Showbie Resources 

• Google Drive

• Exam Questions

 



Exciting Initiatives

▪COMPOS (Comprehensive Oxford Mathematics 
and Physics Online School)

▪ https://compos.web.ox.ac.uk/

▪ Isaac Science Mentoring Scheme
▪ https://isaacscience.org/pages/isaac_mentor

https://compos.web.ox.ac.uk/
https://compos.web.ox.ac.uk/
https://isaacscience.org/pages/isaac_mentor
https://isaacscience.org/pages/isaac_mentor


Wider Support 

▪ Science Masterclasses will be published in the 
student newsletters. 

▪ Big Picture and Wednesday Period 6 support for 
targeted students.

▪ Sparx Science Support – Wednesday Lunch time

▪ Science Revision Sessions TBC.  



Sixth Form Open Evening

Wednesday 23 October

Session 1:  4pm to 6pm or

Session 2: 6.30pm to 8.30pm

Reserve your place using the link 

below.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/harrogate-grammar-school


HGS Careers Department 
Supporting Students During Year 11

• Students are supported at key moments of their journey through secondary school by the Careers Team at 

HGS. 

• Big Picture lessons, Big Picture Careers Mornings continue to provide opportunities for students to learn 

about the different education, training and employment options they can consider for the future. Information 

and resources are shared with students through Showbie, emails and student bulletins. 

• All students in Year 11 are provided with the opportunity to attend a Year 11 Careers Guidance Meeting 

during this term with one of the HGS Careers Advisers. The aim of the meeting is to provide information, 

impartial advice and guidance about different pathways so students can make decisions about their next 

steps. They are also offered support with their applications for the next stage of their journey after Year 11 if 

that would be helpful.

• Students in Year 11 can also self-refer at any stage during the year if they have any questions or would like 

any support. This can be arranged through Form Tutors, Year Managers or by dropping into the Careers Hub 

Office (in the Hub) during break or lunchtimes to speak to a member of the Careers Team. 

• Students and parents/carers are also invited to the annual HGS Careers Fair which will take place on 

Thursday 19 November 2026 from 7pm to 8.30pm in the Sixth Form. Representatives from education and 

training providers will be attending as well as a range of local and national companies to help inform and 

inspire students with their next steps. 

• For more information or if you have any questions, please email Mrs Hinkins (HGS Careers Leader) using 

hinkinsj@hgs.rklt.co.uk or Mrs Mitchell (HGS Lead Careers Adviser) using mitchellk@hgs.rklt.co.uk

mailto:hinkinsj@hgs.rklt.co.uk
mailto:mitchellk@hgs.rklt.co.uk


Questions and Answers

Question Answer

Which calculator is best for students? Casio FX83GT CW

Are there any poems we can purchase? The students are provided with a brand-new anthology book in Year 10.

Are there any revision sessions? Yes, these will take place in the Easter break and May half term for Year 11 students.

Which revision guides should we purchase? A separate letter will be sent to parents in the next couple of weeks detailing the recommended 

revision guides for each subject.

Is there a timetable for interventions/additional 

support?

Yes, this will be sent to all students later this term.  Some students will be asked to attend 

certain sessions which should take priority.  We have tried to space out all subjects as much 

as possible to ensure students can attend as many as they can.

When will the Year 11 curriculum content be 

complete?

Subjects will finish at different points depending on the volume of the content.  Students have 

access to what they will be studying each half term within their Showbie folders.
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