Admissions Tests Information – 2026-2027
	Test
	Typical Courses
	Universities Using It

	UCAT
	Medicine, Dentistry
	Most UK medical and dental schools including University of Cambridge, University of Oxford, King's, Bristol, Manchester, Nottingham and many others. (UCAT)

	LNAT
	Law
	Oxford, UCL, KCL, LSE, Durham, Bristol, Glasgow and others. (LNAT)

	ESAT
	Engineering, Physical Sciences, Natural Sciences, Biomedical Sciences
	Cambridge, Oxford, Imperial and some other science-focused courses. (Oxford University)

	TMUA
	Mathematics, Computer Science, Economics-related courses
	Cambridge, Oxford, Imperial, Warwick, LSE and selected maths-intensive programmes. (Oxford University)

	TARA
	PPE, Economics, Psychology and other reasoning-based courses
	Oxford and some institutions participating in UAT-UK. (Oxford University)

	STEP
	Mathematics
	Primarily Cambridge Mathematics offers and some Imperial mathematics courses. Usually taken after receiving an offer. 




	Date
	Action

	May–June 2026
	UCAT registration opens

	June 2026
	UAT-UK registration opens (ESAT/TMUA/TARA)

	July–September 2026
	Book tests

	August–October 2026
	Sit UCAT/LNAT/ESAT/TMUA/TARA

	15 October 2026
	UCAS deadline for Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science

	January 2027
	Equal consideration UCAS deadline for most courses

	June 2027
	STEP examinations for Cambridge Mathematics offer holders




UCAT (Medicine & Dentistry)
Registration
1. Create an account on the UCAT website.
2. Apply for access arrangements or bursaries if needed.
3. Book a Pearson VUE test centre.
4. Sit the test before the UCAS medicine deadline. 
	Date
	Event

	20 May 2026
	Registration opens

	23 June 2026
	Test booking opens

	13 July 2026
	Testing begins

	16 Sept 2026
	Registration and booking deadline

	24 Sept 2026
	Final test date

	15 Oct 2026
	UCAS Oxbridge/Medicine deadline



LNAT (Law)
Registration
1. Create an LNAT account.
2. Select universities that require LNAT.
3. Book through Pearson VUE.
4. Sit the test before your university's deadline. 
	Date
	Event

	1 Aug 2026
	Registration opens

	1 Sept 2026
	Testing begins



LNAT
This is a 2-hour 15-minute test divided into two sections.
Section A is a computer-based, multiple-choice exam consisting of 42 questions. The questions are based on 12 passages, with 3 or 4 multiple-choice questions on each. You are given 95 minutes to answer all the questions.
You will be asked to read passages of text and answer questions that test your comprehension of them. Your answers to the multiple-choice section of the test are checked by computer, and a mark out of 42 is created. This is known as your LNAT score.
In Section B you will be given 40 minutes to write an essay from a list of three proposed subjects. This section is marked by the tutors at the college to which you apply, and this mark is considered as part of the selection process. The essay is your opportunity to show your ability to construct a compelling argument and reach a conclusion.
The LNAT isn’t designed to test your knowledge of Law or any other subject. Instead, it helps us to assess your aptitude for studying Law.
The LNAT testing system is managed by Pearson VUE, Before sitting the LNAT, you must complete the two-step registration process using the Pearson VUE online registration system.
· Set up an online account
· Book and pay for your test – once your online account is complete and you have created an LNAT profile, you will receive an email with details enabling you to book and pay for the test. 
Special Exam Access Arrangements
Students who require special arrangements (e.g. extra time) should not proceed to step two but should follow the instructions here.
You must meet these deadlines to guarantee that your application to Cambridge or Oxford will be considered.
· 1st August – 15 September 2026: Register and book your LNAT test slot (to sit the test before or on 15th October 2025)
· 15th October 2026: Deadline for UCAS form. You will need to have submitted this to school prior to this date to allow us to process your form and add your reference.
Cost
The cost of the test is £75 but there is an LNAT bursary if you are eligible to apply.
You must apply for a bursary before booking the LNAT. It could take at least a week to process a bursary application from the date of receipt so you should allow for this extra time when planning your LNAT booking.
The LNAT bursary scheme is available to candidates who need support in covering the test fees. Follow the link for more information and how to apply.
Who currently uses the LNAT?
· University of Bristol
· Durham University
· University of Glasgow
· King’s College London (KCL)
· London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
· University of Cambridge
· University of Oxford 
· School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)
· University College London (UCL)
If students are applying to universities other than Oxford and Cambridge, you should check the LNAT website for registration and test dates.


ESAT (Engineering & Science)
Courses Commonly Requiring ESAT
· Engineering
· Natural Sciences
· Biomedical Sciences
· Physics
· Veterinary Medicine (at some institutions) 
Registration
1. Create a UAT-UK account.
2. Request access arrangements if required.
3. Book through Pearson VUE.
4. Sit the October session if applying to Oxford or Cambridge
	Date
	Event

	1 Jun 2026
	Registration opens

	20 Jul 2026
	Booking opens

	28 Sept 2026
	Booking closes

	12–16 Oct 2026
	Test window






TMUA (Mathematics & Computer Science)
Courses Commonly Requiring TMUA
· Mathematics
· Computer Science
· Mathematics & Statistics
· Mathematics & Philosophy
· Some Economics programmes 
Registration
1. Register with UAT-UK.
2. Book via Pearson VUE.
3. Select October sitting if applying to Oxford or Cambridge

	Date
	Event

	1 Jun 2026
	Registration opens

	20 Jul 2026
	Booking opens

	28 Sept 2026
	Booking closes

	15–16 Oct 2026
	Main October test days



TARA (Test of Academic Reasoning for Admissions)
Courses Commonly Requiring TARA at Oxford
· PPE
· Economics & Management
· Human Sciences
· Psychology-related courses
· History and Economics 
Registration
Uses the same UAT-UK registration system as ESAT and TMUA.
	Date
	Event

	1 Jun 2026
	Registration opens

	20 Jul 2026
	Booking opens

	28 Sept 2026
	Booking closes

	12–16 Oct 2026
	Testing window





