
Year 11 Reaching for Success

Presenters this evening:

▪ Mr Sykes, Faculty Leader for Science

▪ Mrs Dunne, Assistant Headteacher and Faculty Leader for English

▪ Mr Hill, Assistant Headteacher and Faculty Leader for Maths







Attendance Vs Attainment 

Graph of attendance vs % achieving Grade 4 in GCSEs last year



Creating The Right Conditions

▪ Tidy desk

▪Quiet space

▪Distraction free



Selecting the Right Strategies

1. Reading information in a 
guide, notes or a website

2. Watching a video clip

3. Copying out information or 
diagrams

4. Highlighting a guide or 
notes

1. Quizzing

2. Power of images

3. Brain ‘dump’

4. Self-explanation

5. Practice Questions

Revision – to see 

again



Preparing for your Exams - Year 11 Support Booklet

Bottom of the page – click on this

How to access



Blank Revision Planners:    Term Time                  Holiday/Study Period

https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=9604
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=9603


Summer Exam Timetable now live

Available via the HGS website

- Home Page

- Click on Students

- Click on Examinations

- Scroll down to Timetables

Harrogate Grammar School - Red Kite Learning Trust - 

Year 11 Support

https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/
https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/


▪ 3 hours of independent silent study with 
no distractions

▪ Sessions offered free of charge

▪ 10am to 1pm
▪ Saturday 7 March

▪ Saturday 14 March

▪ Saturday 21 March

▪ Saturday 18 April

▪ Saturday 25 April

▪ Saturday 2 May

▪ Saturday 9 May

How to sign up 

Arbor Parent App

▪ Saturday revision – via Clubs 
section

▪ Easter revision – via Trips section

▪ Face to face (2hr) and online (1hr) sessions planned 

over Easter break

▪ Sessions priced at £10 (face to face) and £5 (online) 

to help cover teacher costs

Saturday School

Saturday School & Easter Revision

Easter Revision

More information on this page: HGS website/Parents/Year 11 Support

https://www.harrogategrammar.co.uk/parentscarers/year-11-support/




Where to find more information?

AQA Website 

Showbie



How to revise?

Recommended 
revision guides.



▪ Science Masterclasses – One released each week for Combined and Triple Science.  
More information on the email sent directly to the students.  

▪ Monday lunch - Practical Revision in A16.

▪ Monday after school - Biology revision in A15.

▪ Wednesday P6 - Physics revision in A16.

▪ Thursday Week A and Friday Week B lunch time - Chemistry revision in A30.

Support Sessions

Check 
attendance using 
class charts.  



Masterclasses

▪ Each week students will receive an email with instructions for the 
Masterclass.  

▪ Students should watch the video whilst completing work in Showbe.

▪ Students can pause the video whilst they complete the tasks.  



Masterclasses

▪ Students can access this through Showbie without using the email.  The 
Showbie code is ZRT9J.

▪ The group is called 25/26 Y11 Science Revision RCS

▪ The video recording and all the resources are clearly labelled in Showbie.  



How to revise?

Cognito

Cognito - Learn 

GCSE Maths, 

Biology, Physics 

and Chemistry 

(cognitoedu.org)

https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://cognitoedu.org/home


How to revise?

Brainscape
Combined Biology

https://www.brain

scape.com/p/UHX

7-LH-CNXTQ

Triple

https://www.brain

scape.com/p/UHX

7-LH-CNXP1

https://www.brainscape.com/p/UHX7-LH-CNXTQ
https://www.brainscape.com/p/UHX7-LH-CNXTQ
https://www.brainscape.com/p/UHX7-LH-CNXTQ
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How to revise? Google Drive

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1S

YRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-

PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2h98W2gK1SYRUhKVXJtMWpsSGc?resourcekey=0-PoPdiGjuXE4YhzU59-Dz6Q&usp=sharing


Making the most of Exam Questions

▪Attempt the exam questions without notes or 
other resources first.

▪ If they are difficult use notes or other resources 
to help.  Remember to retest on these 
afterwards.  

▪ If they are still difficult use the mark schemes to 
support. Remember to retest on these 
afterwards. 

▪ If the mark schemes don’t make sense, ask a 
teacher.  



You can’t revise for 
English!



English 

Language

English 

Literature

English Language 

Spoken Presentation 

Endorsement





▪ The story is read by Reece Shearsmith, he’s excellent and really 
helps you understand the characters.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0027pdf 

▪ It was followed by Ian Rankin documentary 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qyzv 

BBC iPlayer - 'Jekyll and Hyde'

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0027pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qyzv


Revision plan in lessons:
▪ Week 1 – Mocks. Revise Language paper 2.

▪ Week 2 – Mocks.  Language paper 1 Q4 and 5.

▪ Week 3 – ‘Macbeth' feedback and revision.

▪ Week 4 - 'Jekyll and Hyde' feedback and revision. 

▪ Week 5 – Language Paper 2 feedback and revision Q4 and 5.

▪ EASTER Revision sessions offered.

▪ Week 1 – Poetry Anthology revision.

▪ Week 2 – 'Animal Farm' Revision

▪ Week 3 - Unseen Poetry and Poetry Comparison revision.

▪ Week 4 – teacher choice knowledge checks and past questions.

▪ Week 5 – teacher choice knowledge checks and past questions.



Support in school:

▪ Drop-in revision session – Tuesday lunchtimes – A48 – all students can attend.

▪ Tuesday Big Picture Intervention – Invitation attendance.

▪ Wednesday P6 – Invitation attendance.

▪ Masterclasses for home learning.

▪ Saturday afternoon revision sessions – Invitation attendance.

Revision Ideas:

▪ Use the How to Revise Guide shared with you in Showbie. 

▪ This folder contains the guide which gives you short independent revision tasks to 
complete for both Language and Literature. There are also links to Youtube English 
teacher videos for each question and literature text. There are also links to 
BBC  Bitesize.

▪ The use of AI to self-mark practice questions.







Flash cards/Mind maps 

Lady Macbeth
Act 5 Sc1

Metaphor
Spot – blood, symbolises guilt. She's hallucinating 

from the madness of guilt. Changed from start.

Damned – adjective, religiously cursed due to 
having sinned.

“Out damned 

spot”



How can you support this revision?

▪ Check in – support your child by asking them to show you which Revision Bingo 
tasks they have completed? Are they doing their home learning?

▪ Ask your child the ‘Big Question’ about their key Literature texts – What is the 
big message behind this story or poem? What was the writer’s intention?

▪ Test students -  use their flash cards/mind maps to test their knowledge.

▪ Read an answer – read an answer and check your child’s literacy and quality of 
communication.

▪ Encourage students to read – fiction texts and find newspaper/online articles.

▪ Debate key issues – encourage students to share their viewpoint on current 
issues.

▪ Attendance at school and intervention sessions – Tuesday Big Pic, Wednesday 
P6, Big Lectures home learning, lunchtime LRC private study



▪ Revision Guides:

Reputable on-line 

revision sources:

• Mr Bruff – Youtube

• BBC Bitesize

• Collins online

• AI Platforms



“Start revising 

early, do 

practice 

essays and do 

them in timed 

conditions!!!”



1. Make flashcards for each character in the text 

you study and include quotes and beside 

each quote colour code it to a theme. Create a 

colour key to show the themes.

2. Similarly with the poems, colour code key 

themes from quotes from each poem so you 

know which can be easily compared.

3. For English Language, focus on question 5, 

40 marks, and practise with random photos or 

just write a topic sentence to ensure you can 

be creative on the spot!



Maths – making revision more 
manageable

We want to make revision for Maths as 

manageable as possible for your child. 

We have therefore planned some things 

to help your child prepare for the mocks 

(and the real GCSE).

1) Preparing for the next mocks

2) Preparing for the Summer exams



Revision for Maths Mock Exams

On Arbor, you will find an assignment stating ‘Revision for Maths Mock 

Exams’. In this assignment, there are the following attachments:

•Revision List (Higher) with Sparx Codes

•Revision List (Foundation) with Sparx Codes

•Revision Resource (Higher) – a full paper of questions with video solutions

•Revision Resource (Foundation) a full paper of questions with video 

solutions



Revision List (with Sparx codes) - Type the Sparx code into 
'Independent Learning' - this 
gives your child access to 
videos and practice 
questions on the topic.

- If you are HIGHER tier - you 
need to revise from BOTH 
the HIGHER and 
FOUNDATION lists, as 
content from both tiers can 
appear on your papers.

- If you are FOUNDATION tier - 
you need to revise from 
ONLY the FOUNDATION list.

- Note – Higher tier – there is 
no Vectors on this 
upcoming mocks. However, 
the topic will appear in the 
real exam.



Revision Resource

- Your child has access to a full paper of 
questions – literally "one question on 
every topic"!

- There are also video solutions (scan the 
QR code to access these).



Use these, alongside other 
materials we have provided you 
this year!
These include:

▪ Masterclass Recordings

These are on Showbie in ‘Y11 Supporting Success’ – ‘GCSE Maths Masterclasses’ – click 
the link to request access, and I will then approve this. Your child will receive an email to 
tell them this has been done for them.

▪ Past Staples papers

These are in your class Showbie folder – your child has full papers and model solutions.



ONLINE MASTERCLASSES
Masterclasses:

Mondays – 5:00-5:45pm (Higher Tier)

Wednesdays – 4:00-4:45pm (Higher Tier)

Wednesdays – 5:00-5:45pm (Foundation Tier)

Online masterclasses (via Teams) take place each week. The session topics are based on weak areas 
from the year group.

Sessions are recorded and uploaded to Showbie – Y11 Supporting Success

Wednesday Lesson 6 – weekly drop in for students to complete past paper 
questions (perfect opportunity for your child if they have not been invited to 
Tuesday Big Picture sessions). 



Use these, alongside other 
materials we have provided you 
this year!
These include:

▪ Masterclass Recordings

These are on Showbie in ‘Y11 Supporting Success’ – ‘GCSE Maths Masterclasses’ – click 
the link to request access, and I will then approve this. Your child will receive an email to 
tell them this has been done for them.

▪ Past Staples papers

These are in your class Showbie folder – your child has full papers and model solutions.



STAPLES papers 

25 minutes – STAPLES paper. 
15 minutes – review of paper.
5 minutes – Teachers record scores and 
areas to develop on a Microsoft Forms. 
5 minutes - Students also complete a 
Staples Progress Sheet.

Your child will complete a STAPLES 
paper in exam conditions on a weekly 
basis. 

• Your child’s teacher will model how to 
achieve each mark – your child will 
self-assess at the same time. 

• Why? Raise your child’s confidence in 
completing Maths questions in exam 
conditions, as well as familiarise your 
child with Edexcel exam style 
questions.

“Good work Amelia. Today, you got 31/40 in 
your STAPLES paper. You have already secured 
a grade 3. And you have only done half of one 
paper!”



After the Mocks...

The 

compulsory 

Sparx 

assignments

will be off for 

students 

until the end 

of the mock 

exams



You MUST do

• Compulsory homework – carefully planned by teachers. 

• Set every Wednesday at 3pm, due the following Wednesday at 3pm. 

• Teachers have selected topics to support your child with 
their revision.

• Check your child is doing this each week – offer to help them – build 
resilience. Aim for 100% completion!

SPARX HOMEWORK



After the Mocks...

This will 

begin from 

March 9th



You SHOULD do

INTERVENTION 
• If your child has been invited to attend extra Maths sessions during Big 

Picture on Tuesday mornings, please encourage them to attend.
• Your child is completing past paper questions during these sessions – 

maximising exposure to exam style questions



In Summary:



Please get in touch if you have any 
questions

Mr Hill
Assistant Headteacher - Maths

HillJ@hgs.rklt.co.uk



The Sixth Form



Next steps

Subject 
blocking is 
being set

Thursdays 
in March: 
Coursing 

discussions

April Offer 
Day

18th June: 
Induction 

Day

20th  
August: 
Results 
Day & 

enrolment



What is the coursing discussion?

▪This is not an interview

▪A chance to speak to the 
Sixth Form Team

▪We get to learn a little bit 
about our students

▪Discussion about 
selected courses



How does the coursing discussion work?

▪10 – 15 minute 
appointment

▪Timetabled during 
school, and visible on 
Arbor

▪Parents to be notified in 
advance

▪Opportunity to contact us 
afterwards with questions



Something to aim for

Entry requirements:

▪6 GCSE grade 4s, including 4 in English and 4 in 
Maths

▪Subject specific entry requirements



Any questions?

If you have any questions, please email to

mail@hgs.rklt.co.uk 

Please include the reference Year 11 Information 
Evening.

mailto:mail@hgs.rklt.co.uk
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