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KS4 Results Overview

2025 
%9-5 

2019​
%9-5​

2025 
%9-4

2019​
%9-4​

Basics En/Ma​ 67 61 85 81

EBacc​ 40 39 56 51

•82% of students gained 5 standard passes including En & maths (2019 – 77%)​

•65% of students gained 5 strong passes including En & maths  (2019 – 58%)​

•19% of grades were at 9 or 8 – 487 grades – National = 12.3%

•7% of grades were at 9  – 174 grades – National = 5.1%

80% joined Sixth Form



Parent/Child/School – How can we be 
the most productive together? 

▪ Attendance

▪ Keeping up to date

▪ Parent letters 

▪ Half termly HGS Newsletter and weekly Student Newsletter

▪ Website (Curriculum Information) 

▪ Arbor 

▪ Class Charts

▪ Keeping in contact with us 

▪ Nik Mason, Head of Upper School

▪ Lesley Weston, Year Manager for Year 10 



Procrastination

Reason - No motivation

Solution - Set a clear and specific goal

Reason - Overwhelmed

Solution - Break the work down, create a list

Reason - Dislike the work

Solution - Bribery, work with friends/parents

Reason - Social Media

Solution - Hold, Focus Me, Restrain Yourself



Making Learning Stick
Supporting Your Child to Learn More Effectively 

and Develop Greater Memory Retention​





Learning = a change in long term memory

T
h
in

k
in

g





How we strengthen memory in lessons



Becoming an independent learner 



Home learning at HGS

▪Regular so part of routine

▪Set by the teacher on the same day each week

▪ Tasks should take a maximum of 40-45 minutes

▪Set on Arbor

▪Many subjects use Showbie for home learning tasks and 
resources – easy to find

▪Mainly designed to give students independent 
practice linked to lessons and to strengthen memory 
and teach effective revision techniques.



Home Learning in KS4 – frequency and duration



Study environment and equipment

Hydration

Timing

Location

Position

Controlling 

distractions



KS4 
Supporting Success

English



English at HGS will foster a life-long love of English. 

• English will teach students to communicate orally and in writing with 

conviction and precision; to develop an independent voice 

underpinned by the wide vocabulary necessary to express it. This will include 

the rhetoric of effective engagement.

• Students will read widely and learn to decode inferentially and 

metaphorically, evaluate the impact of language effectively and recognise 

patterning and literary tropes.

• Our curriculum will teach students key literary contextual knowledge and cultural capital 

from which to build skills and develop as empathetic global citizens.



2025

Best English outcomes:

▪9-7 = 41%

▪9-5 = 78%

▪9-4 = 89%







Spoken Language Endorsement

▪ Spoken language qualification which is a compulsory external exam which is delivered 
and graded internally.

▪ A student must speak independently on a topic of their own choice for between 5-8 
minutes in front of an audience and then take and answer questions from that audience.

▪ Each presentation if filmed for submission to the exam board.

▪ The gradings are: Distinction, Merit, Pass or Non-Complete (NC)

▪ Every student must be entered for this qualification and must attempt it.

▪ Exemptions can only be made for students who have an existing, exempting medical or 
SEND need which would lead to special consideration in all their external examinations.

▪ Communicaiton about the presentations will be shared with parents in the summer term.







• Attendance to lessons 

• Complimentary home learning – one Language Sparx Reader and one Literature (40 

mins each)

• Ask your child the big question – What is the main message of the text they are studying?

• Read over your child's work for clarity and literacy.

• Encourage independent reading of fiction and non-fiction.

• Debate key issues – encourage your child to share their viewpoint on key issues. 

Discussions about current affairs and how they link to ideas and themes in set texts.

• Encouraging the development of own opinions through independent learning e.g. use of 

revision guides, websites (for example BBC Bitesize, OAK National Academy), 









Setting: Minimum  Expected Grades

L & R Set 1 7

L & R Set 2 7

L & R Set 3 5

L & R Set 4 5

L & R Set 5 5



Study Guides

Purchased in Y9



Watch texts in performance



KS4 
Supporting Success

Maths



KS4 Maths – Key Contacts

Mr Hill
Assistant Headteacher - Maths

HillJ@hgs.rklt.co.uk



The Maths Faculty - Vision

Maths at HGS aims to spark a passion in maths for 
all students, no matter what their starting point is, 

through the beauty of discovering patterns, 
making connections and looking for the ‘why’ 

behind mathematical formulae.



Results

GCSE 2025 National 2025

9% 5 3

% 9-8 20 10

% 9-7 32 18

% 9-6 46 28

% 9-5 73 44

% 9-4 88 62

Other highlights:

• SEN: Maths improvement stands out – 58% (9–5) vs 46% last year



Legacy

65% of students in the Sixth Form 
take a Maths course



Legacy – Year 13 and 12 Results (2025)

- A Level Maths: 36% of students achieved an A* grade. 
69% achieved A*-A.

- A Level Further Maths: 41% of students achieved an A* 
grade. 73% achieved A*-A.

- Core Maths: 25% of students achieved an A grade. 76% 
achieved an A-C.

- AS Maths: 57% of students achieved an A grade. 71% 
achieved A-B.



Maths GCSE 9-1

• Exam board – Edexcel.

• Three equally-weighted written examination 
papers.

• Paper 1 is a non-calculator exam, and a 
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.

• Each paper has 80 marks.



Tiering

▪ Two tiers of entry for Maths GCSE

▪  Higher – Grades 9-4      Foundation – Grades 5-1

▪  Higher Tier contains additional harder content not 
assessed on Foundation Tier

▪  Final decisions about tiering are not made until later 
in Year 11, but students ‘on track’ for one or the other 
depending on their set



GCSE 9-1 grade boundaries

• Higher Tier 

    

• Foundation Tier    

Grade 2019 2022 2023 2024 2025

4 18% 21% 20% 17.5% 22%

5 33% 30% 33% 30% 36%

7

9

57%

83%

65%

81%

60%

85%

57%

82%

65%

90%

Grade 2019 2022 2023 2024 2025

4 51% 56% 61% 59% 60%

5 65% 72% 75% 73% 73%



Maths Classes in Year 10



Weighting



GCSE 9-1

• Greater emphasis on problem solving
• Greater requirements to apply techniques
• Range of question types; some questions will be set in both 

mathematical and non-mathematical contexts



Which calculator?

Casio fx-
83GT CW

Casio fx- 
991 CW

This is ideal if you plan to 
study GCSE Further 
Maths, or any Maths 
course in 6th Form.

This calculator can be 
purchased via Arbor 
School Shop for a 
discounted price of 
£20.75.  If you would like 
to purchase, please select 
this product from Arbor 
Shop (via Arbor Parent 
app).This calculator can be 

purchased via most 
stationery shops and 
supermarkets (as well as 
online).

2/3 of GCSE Maths 
requires confident use of 
a scientific calculator

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/5068444710813-Purchasing-School-Shop-items-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App


These are the previous models

Casio fx-

991EX

Casio fx-

85GTX

Casio fx-85GT 

PLUS



Home Learning (2 assignments)

▪ Please ensure you child completes their weekly assignments.

▪ Up to 60 minutes of home learning on Sparx Maths.

▪ Up to 20 minutes on ‘GCSE Exam Question’ – these are designed as retrieval style 
questions, giving students exposure to past paper questions.



Additional Sessions

▪ Encourage your child to attend all extra Maths sessions.

▪ We run Tuesday lunchtime Sparx Drop Ins. A perfect opportunity to get 
support with the weekly two home learning assignments!

▪ We run Wednesday Lesson 6 GCSE Maths Drop Ins in A39. An excellent 
chance to go through topics being covered in lessons, as well as past 
papers.

▪ We will also be running further timetabled interventions throughout this 
year. These will be assigned on Arbor.



What can you do to help?

• Ensure your child completes their 2 assignments each week (100% 
on Sparx, the GCSE Exam question via Showbie).

• Invest in a new scientific calculator if your child currently does not 
own one - 2/3 of GCSE Maths requires a calculator. Your child 
needs to feel confident using one!

• Encourage your child to attend all extra Maths sessions, including: 
Tuesday lunchtime Sparx Drop Ins, Wednesday Lesson 6 in A39, 
any other timetabled interventions.



▪ Revision Guides – you can order through School Shop on Arbor:



Please use the link below if you have any further 
questions following this information evening.

Year 10 Supporting Success Evening

https://forms.office.com/e/gGPLHbtmb8
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