
What is a 

Degree Apprenticeship?

Grace (she/her)



INTRODUCTION

Schools & College Team at 

Sheffield Hallam



In Sheffield!

Drive time distance

Train ride distance

Get to know Sheffield

WHERE ARE WE?



We offer a wide range of undergraduate courses 

across dozens of subjects, as well as foundation 

years and degree apprenticeships.

In fact, our degree apprenticeship portfolio is one 

of the widest in the country!

Popular DA subjects include STEM, Computing & 

Tech, Engineering, Construction, and Management

WHAT CAN YOU STUDY?



1.

2.

What is a Degree Apprenticeship?

How do I apply for a Degree Apprenticeship?3.

4. Where can I find further support & guidance?

Is a Degree Apprenticeship right for me?

What will we cover today?

Skills Builder



HANDS UP IF...

You’re considering a degree 

apprenticeship?

You’ve already had a look at 

degree apprenticeship vacancies?

You’re unsure what route to take 

after sixth form or college?

You think you’d like to pursue 

another route e.g., university



University – 

e.g., Undergraduate Degree  
University – 

e.g., Foundation Year

Work-Based Route

e.g., Degree Apprenticeship  

A Higher Technical 

Qualification (HTQ)

Higher Education



What is it?

Degree Apprenticeships

How do I apply? Is it different to uni?

Apply directly to an employer, 

one application per vacancy.

You do not apply 

through UCAS.

A primarily work based 

apprenticeship (80%) 

with some study towards 

a degree (20%).

Hands on learning; earn a 

wage; no student loan.

Importantly – you still 

earn a degree!



Degree Apprenticeship vs Standard Apprenticeship?

Apprenticeships aren’t a new concept - paid 

developmental roles have always existed.

Degree apprenticeships are relatively new (2015). 

The core concept remains the same, but the complexity differs. 



Apprenticeship Levels

Level 2

Level 3

Level 6-7

GCSE equivalent. 

Roles such as junior estate agent & finance assistant.  

A-Level equivalent. 

Roles such as chef, IT technician, fashion assistant. 

Foundation degree equivalent. 

Roles such as clinical dental technician & data analyst.
Level 4-5

Degree level equivalent. 

Roles such as aerospace engineer, ecologist, accountant.



Degree Apprenticeships at SHU

Architecture & 

Planning
Construction & 

Surveying
Digital & Tech 

Solutions

Design & 

Creative
Engineering

Food & Drink Health & Social 

Care
Leadership & 

Management
Supply Chain & 

Packaging
Policing



Degree Apprenticeships: Is It Right For Me?

Chat to the people around you

What are the advantages of 

completing a degree apprenticeship?

Do you think there are 

any disadvantages? If so, what?



On-the-job training – learn practically 

Earn while you learn – starting salaries on average £18,000

Upskill for free - no student loan, employer covers the cost

Kickstart your career – and retain your job after finishing your degree

Flexible way to learn, through a blend of practice and theory

Degree Apprenticeships: Advantages & Disadvantages



Competitive – limited vacancies and anyone over 18 can apply.

Demanding – work must be balancing along study. 

A-typical uni experience – limited access to traditional student life. 

Financial implications – no student loan entitlement, consideration of 

living / commuting / housing costs needed.

Degree Apprenticeships: Advantages & Disadvantages



Managing Your Time - An Example Week



How do I apply?

Directly to the employer - CV, cover letter, interview.

Vacancies can go live at any time.

What are the entry criteria?

Varies by employer, but tracks in line with typical 

degree courses - (112-128 UCAS points).

When do apprenticeships start? 

Depends on the company – no fixed start date. 

DAs are typically 3 years in length – but can be longer.

Applying for degree apprenticeship vacancies



Applications TipsStart writing 

early!

Research your 

chosen company

Proof-read your 

work

Highlight your 

achievements

Be proactive & 

ask for feedback 



Practical Support: Finding A Degree Apprenticeship Vacancy

Vacancies for Degree Apprenticeships can be found in many places.

Remember – you do not apply through UCAS!

Find an Apprenticeship (Government website)

UCAS Apprenticeship Search

Individual employers’ websites

Level 6 



Vacancy matching 

service

Indicate preferences 

e.g., location / role, 

by building your 

UCAS profile

UCAS account 

required

Vacancy Support: Using UCAS Smart Alerts



Research your options

Our Top Takeaways

Look for opportunities

Optimise your CV

Get feedback and support



Do you have any questions?







FIND OUT MORE...

OPEN DAYS

Check Sheffield Hallam’s 
website for our latest open 

day dates:​
www.shu.ac.uk/visit-us 

LIVE CHAT

Follow us @shuoutreach 
on Instagram for top tips, 

information and 
competitions

Chat to our students and 
staff to find out more 
about life at Sheffield 

Hallam

SOCIAL MEDIA

http://www.shu.ac.uk/visit-us
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